432     THE MEMOIRS OF COUNT WITTE
Berlin. In fact, I believe that His Majesty's critical atti-
tude toward my policies, in the second phase of my premier-
ship, was partly due to Emperor William's influence. At
any rate, I have not seen Emperor William since our
memorable interview at Rominten, and the last New Year's
card he sent me is dated 1906. I am told, however, that
whenever he happens to speak about my activities, he men-
tions my name with great respect and calls me the most
intelligent man in Russia. Early in May, 1911, the German
Kronprinz Friedrich and his. wife visited Tsarskoye Selo.
On a previous occasion I had been introduced to him in
St. Petersburg. The two of us attended a reception and
concert given by the German Ambassador, but he did not
approach me in the hall, which was rather crowded.
Whether or not this happened by mere chance, I cannot tell
In September, 1907, Russia and Great Britain concluded
a treaty relating to Persia, Afghanistan and Tibet. The
agreement inaugurated the policy of philandering with
England. Since we did not give up our traditional flirting
with Germany, the situation became rather ambiguous. At
present we are trying to adjust ourselves to it by assuring
Germany that, of course, we love her best and that we are
flirting with England merely for appearance's sake, while
to England we say the reverse. I believe we shall soon
have to pay for this duplicity.
The rapprochement with England, the ally of France,
who is our own ally, has resulted in the formation of a
triple Entente, as opposed to the triple Alliance of Ger-
many, Austria-Hungary, and Italy, The history of the
Entente is as follows: On my way from Portsmouth I
stopped in Paris and met there, among other people,
Kozell-Poklevski, first secretary to our Embassy in London.,
He brought me an invitation from King Edward to pay
him a visit, but I could not accept it without my Monarch's
express permission, which I failed to obtain. At the same